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In Africa Hawkins took many 'Sapies which
do inhabit about Rio Grande [now the Jeba River]
which do jag their flesh, both legs, arms, and bodies
as workmanlike as a jerkin-maker with us pinketh
a jerkin/ It is a nice question whether these
Sapies gained or lost by becoming slaves to
white men; for they were already slaves to black
conquerors who used them as meat with the vege-
tables they forced them to raise. The Sapies
were sleek pacifists who found too late that the
warlike Samboses, who inhabited the neighboring
desert, were not to be denied.

*In the island of Sambula we found almadies
or canoas, which are made of one piece of wood,
digged out like a trough, but of a good proportion,
being about eight yards long and one in breadth,
having a beak-head and a stern very proportion-
ably made, and on the outside artificially carved,
and painted red and blue/ Neither almadie nor
canoa is, of course, an African word. One is
Arabic for a cradle (el-mahd); the other, from
which we get canoe, is what the natives told
Columbus they called their dugouts; and dug-
out canoes are very like primitive cradles. Thus
Sparke was the first man to record in English,
from actual experience, the aboriginal craft whose